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A Community of Aspiring Women 
Since 1894 

Sponsored by Sisters of Mercy of the Americas 

 



 
 

St. Catherine Residence is dedicated to cultivating the natural independence in all women by 
creating a supportive, vibrant, and integrated community. The Sisters of Mercy of the 
Americas founded St. Catherine Residence (SCR) in Milwaukee in 1894 and it was 
incorporated in 1913.  SCR has a lay member Board of Directors that includes representatives 
of the Sisters of Mercy religious order.  We are recognized as having separate 501©3 standing 
under the auspices of the Roman Catholic Church. The SCR housing services and support 
programs do not discriminate in regard to race, color, national origin, handicap, age, religious 
affiliation or not.   
 
 
The mission of St. Catherine’s is to ensure safe, affordable and supportive housing to 
women with limited income who have diverse talents and needs and aspire to maximize their 
personal growth and employment opportunities. 
 
 
The SCR vision is to be the best supportive and enriching community for women desiring to 
renew, heal and grow toward a full and independent life.  SCR’s philosophies are: women 
desire to optimize their skills and competencies; safe, affordable housing is central to a 
woman’s ability to grow; a supportive “can do” environment develops self-confidence; 
contributing as well as receiving is important; education, employment and community are 
important to personal development; responsible proactive change and growth by SCR ensures 
(our) the future of serving women.  
 
 
We serve women facing diverse life experience and opportunities. 
  

TRANSITIONAL HOUSING for women in the midst of change. 
We provide a safe place to build skills, self confidence and in 
many cases to master the challenges presented by mental illness, 
abuse, physical illness and other life issues. 
 
INDEPENDENT LIVING for women seventeen years of age and 
preparing to leave the foster care system.  These young women are 
court ordered to stay at St. Catherine’s until they turn eighteen and 
complete high school. 
 
RIGHT START for pregnant, single women over the age of 
eighteen.  The mothers work or go to school as their babies move 
through the first year’s development stages, often delighting the 
entire house.  These mothers participate in nutritional, parenting, 
household management and budgeting instruction. 
 
NEXT STEP for homeless women who are in treatment for an 
addiction or have a behavioral health diagnosis.  After completing 
the initial treatment phase they move to St. Catherine’s for their 
continuing recovery.  Each year some forty women are helped 
through this program. 

 
 

 
 



 
 

First shift, Monday through Friday, all who come through SCR’s front door are greeted 
by Kathy’s welcoming smile.  Kathy is our full time receptionist and knows first hand 
how important it is to feel welcomed.  You might say her smile is a way she pays 
forward what she has received from SCR.  
 

For many years she was a victim of domestic violence, abused physically and mentally.  
The cycle kept repeating -- escape to a shelter, move from friend to friend, be drawn 
back.  In 2001 the cycle was broken when Milwaukee Women’s Center recommended 
SCR and paid her first month’s rent and deposit. During her 14 month stay in SCR’s she 

had the chance to end the violence and stalking, live in safety, and able to “catch my breath”. She made new 
friends, applied for and was offered the receptionist position, moved to an apartment and got married. 
 
 

 
 

Luvenia was born with poetry in her heart.  Today you can catch her between sessions at 
MATC and on September 16th you can see her in a poetry and drama presentation at 
Repairers of the Breach. However, her road to SCR was one most rocky and tortuous.  
 

She lived on a farm in Memphis, TN with her grandparents and mother until she ran away 
around age 12.  When they found her she was given the option of “farm school” 
(translation prison) or Job Core.  She chose Job Core and that is where she refined her love 
of writing poetry. That is also where she found herself pregnant.  
 

For the next several years her life was chaotic and unstable, moving from state to state, 
from one unsavory situation to another, sleeping in her car and fleeing to shelters to escape abuse.  Homeless and 
living in an abandoned house, Luvenia had a stroke in 2006 while babysitting 2 of her grandchildren.  After a stint 
at St. Joe’s, including therapy, she was back on the street, spending her nights at Friendship House and her days at 
Repairers of the Breach. In May of 2009 she came to SCR and continues with speech therapy and writing poetry. 
 
 

 
 

Donna is passionate about cleanliness and volunteering.  When a common area needs to be 
tidied up or the community kitchen needs a little “wipe up”, that is where you will find 
Donna. She is first in line to volunteer, especially with SCR mailings, and also assists the 
elderly at the Milwaukee Center for Independence.    
 

Abandoned on the curb at age 3, Donna was raised by her father and fastidious Italian 
grandmother who set a high cleanliness standard. In 1989 she found herself divorced with 3 
sons to raise.  Doing what she knew best, she supplemented her public aide with 3 cleaning 
jobs.  A move to Milwaukee led to a permanent job that carried her to retirement.  

 

Once again she found herself on the curb when living with relatives didn’t work out.  Moving from shelter to 
shelter, 4 in 2 ½ months, she was steered to SCR in October of 2008.  Donna is proud to call SCR “home”; her pride 
in her room tells the story.   
 

 
 

Tyanna move to St. Catherine’s two months ago and eight days later gave birth to a 
baby girl. Tyanna is determined to turn her life around and has been clean and sober 
for 14 months. She loves  the safe environment, friendly and caring staff and residents 
have helped her to grow spiritually and in many other ways. The SCR, Right Start 
Program assists Tyanna with setting goals, putting resources together and planning for 
the future. She is learning parenting skills and looks forward to teaching her daughter 
to read. 
 

“I have become more open and trusting of other people. It is a great blessing to be here at St. Catherine’s. I 
appreciate everyone here so much,” says Tyanna and continues, “people here want you to succeed and prosper.” 
 

Her early childhood experiences included parent abuse and neglect, sexual exploitation, running away at 10 years 
old, and eventually foster care placement. Tyanna has been diagnosed with schizophrenic bipolar disorder. She 
recently graduated from the Meta House resident program and is now in day treatment.  

 
 

Donna 
Ewan 

 

 

 

 



ST. CATHERINE RESIDENCE 
2009-2010 

THE YEAR IN DETAIL 
 
 

Number of women who received services 242 
Ages 17 to 80 years 

Average length of residency 2.5 years 
Average cost of services per resident $1762 per year 

 
 
 

Source of residents’ incomes 
Wages   58% 
SSI/SSD (disability assistance)   42% 
 
 
 
Range of residents incomes 
Below $10,000   57% 
$10,000-$15,000  31% 
$15,000-$19,999   6% 
$20,000 & above   6% 
 
 
 

Ethnic diversity of residents 
Caucasian   52% 
African American   37% 
Asian   4% 
Hispanic/Native American   5% 
Other   2% 
 
Range of education 
Advance degree   4% 
College graduate   9% 
Some college   30% 
High school   46% 
Less than high school   11% 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Individual Challenges 
 

Safety 33% 
Behavioral Health Recovery 21% 

Homelessness 17% 
Education 8% 
Pregnancy 9% 

Addiction Recovery 5% 
Disability 4% 

 
 
 
 



 
Consolidated Income Statement for the Year Ending June 30, 2010 

 
 
 

Revenue 
  

 

 
 

Rental Revenue $573,737  
  Other Revenue $215,818  
  Government Contracts $197,153  
  Private Donations $86,522  
  Foundations $88,804  
  

    Total $1,162,034  
  

    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    Expenses  

  

 

Management & General $112,535  
 Fundrasing, Marketing & 

PR $80,965  
 Housing and Services $898,300  
 

   Total $1,091,800  
 

   
   Net Income Over Expenses $70,234  

 
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
    
    
    
    2009-2010 

   Capital Revenue $299,960  
 

          Result of Capital Campaign 
Capital Expenditures $264,979  

   
 
 



 
St. Catherine Residence Generous Donors 2009-2010 

 
$3,000 and Up 

Mr. Gerald Abood 
Catholic Community Foundation 
Mr. and Mrs. Craigh Cepukenas 
Patrick and Anna Cudahy Foundation 
Mr. and Mrs. John R. Dunn 
Christine Ellen Jacobs Admin Trust 
Walter L. & Grace M. Merten  
     Charitable Trust 
Nonprofit Management Fund 
Northwestern Mutual Foundation 
Agatha O'Brien Ministry Fund 
Forest County Potawatomi Com. Fdn. 
Public Service Com. of Wis. 
WHEDA (WI Housing & Econ. Dev. Auth.) 

 
$1,000 - $2,999 

Mr. and Mrs. George Archibald 
Becker Ritter Funeral Homes 
Bostik, Inc. 
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Bryant 
Ms. Elaine Burke 
Mr. John J. Burke 
Mr. J. Cauley & Ms. B. Andrews 
Catholic Knights/Catholic Family 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Ciurlik 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Cole 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Ehrsam 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Ferriday 
S. Carmeline Goebl, RSM 
Sr. Mary Hanseder, RSM 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Hansen 
Immanuel Presbyterian Church 
Sr. Colette Jolie, RSM 
Mr. Andrew Kuhn 
Mr. Joseph Metrish 
Ms. Mary Mowbray 
Mr. and Mrs. John Neuberger 
Ann Oberland Memorial 
Ms. Lynne Oehlke 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Pabst 
Clare M. Peters Charitable Trust 
Reinhart, Boerner, Van Deuren ,S.C. 
St. John Vianney Parish 
St. Martin of Tours Parish 
Mr. and Mrs. Gene Stevens 
Mr. and Mrs. Curtis Tomczyk 
Mr. and Mrs. Jude Werra 
Windhover Foundation 

 
$500 - $999 

Ms. Kate Bloomberg 
Catholic Faith Community of St. William 
Columbia St. Mary's 
Community Bank and Trust 
Mr. and Mrs. James Culea Jr. 
S. Mary Joella Cunnane, RSM 
Sr. Marcian Deisenroth, RSM 
Albert & Flora Ellinger Foundation 
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Fielkow 
Ms. Amy Flanders 

Sr. Laurus Gannon, RSM 
Mr. Scott  Haag & Ms. Linda Krueger 
Hall, Render, Killian, Heath & Lyman, PC 
Evan & Marion Helfaer Foundation 
The Hoff Group 
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Jacobs 
Kasdorf Family Trust 
Mr. and Mrs. Rhody Megal 
Sr. Judith Niemet, RSM 
Roman Electric Co., Inc. 
St. Boniface Episcopal Church 
St. Eugene Parish 
St. James Parish 
St. Jude the Apostle Parish 
St. Matthias Parish 
Mr. and Mrs. William Shinkwin 
SPX Foundation 
Vilter Foundation, Inc. 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Voell 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Weiss 
Wheaton Franciscan Healthcare 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Wiederhold 
Anna J. Wilson Memorial 
Sr. Dolores Zurek, RSM 

 
Up to $499 

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Adam 
Mr. and Mrs. David Anderson 
Anderson Home Repair 
Anonymous 
AptarGroup Charitable Foundation 
Ms. Jill Archer 
Mr. and Mrs. William Armstrong 
Assurant Health Foundation 
Mr. and Mrs. James Bathie 
S. Corinne Bauer, RSM 
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Bayard 
Mr. Jerry Bayer 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Becker 
Ms. Lisa Berman & Mr. Larry Dalton 
Ms. Joan Betts 
Sr. Betty Bischel, RSM 
Ms. Jeanette Braun 
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Bray 
Mrs. Laverne Brondino 
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Bruckbauer 
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Bullen 
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Burbach 
Dr. and Mrs. Craig Byers 
S. Cathleen Cahill, RSM 
Srs. Keane and Callahan, RSM 
Mr. and Mrs. David Cappell 
Mrs. Phyllis Casey 
Ms. Rosemary Cassady 
S. Barbara Centner, RSM 
Rev. Richard Cerpich 
Mrs. Donald E. Chisholm 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Christofferson 
Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Cialdini 
Sr. Virgena Clark, RSM 
Mr. and Mrs. John Clark 

S. Joy Clough, RSM 
Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Conant 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Conway 
Sr. Rita Corkery, RSM 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Cotey 
Judge and Mrs. Thomas Curran 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Dallmann 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Dalum 
Ms. Mary Lu Davis 
Ms. Leanne de Muijnck 
Mr. H. & Dr. M. A. Dedinsky 
Ms. Mary DeGrace 
Ms. Mary Dermody 
Dr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Derus 
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Dickman, Sr. 
Ms. Margaret Dillon 
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Drake 
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Dryburgh  
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Dunn 
Mrs. Marion Durski 
Ms. Sigrid Dynek 
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Ehlenbach 
Ms. Jean Eichman 
Ms. Kathleen Eilers 
Ms. Sarah Elliott 
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Elser 
Dr. and Mrs. Joseph Erdmann 
Mr. David Espinoza 
The Fabric of America Fund 
Mrs. Anne Farley 
Mr. and Mrs. John Finerty, Sr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Fink 
Sr. Ann Flanagan, RSM 
Mrs. Helen Flanner 
Mr. and Mrs. John Flanner 
Ms. Maria Flores 
Mr. Robert Franklin & Ms. Lisa Pon 
Mrs. Robert Fries 
Mrs. Robert J. Frontczak 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Gallagher 
Sr. Norena Gawronski, RSM 
Mr. and Mrs. Laurance Geldermann 
Mr. Gillis Gerleman 
Ms. Mary Goode 
Mrs. William Goy 
Ms. Marie A. Grabowski 
Ms. Lenna Graffin 
Ms. Katherine Grogan 
Ms. Amanda Guralski 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Hamacher 
S. Mary Hannon, RSM 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Hansen 
Mrs. Margaret Ann Harte 
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Hartnett 
Ms. Donna Hattem 
Mr. Ronald Hausch 
Dr. and Mrs. James Henderson 
Sr. Judy Herrmann, RSM 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Hinshaw 
Mr. and Mrs. Neal Hocum 
Mr. and Mrs. John Hoff 



Mr. and Mrs. John Horning 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Hoy 
Mr. and Mrs. Nic Hoyer 
Sr. Patricia Illing, RSM 
Illinois Facilities Fund 
ITW Foundation 
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Jackson 
Ms. Joanne Jacobson 
Mrs. Anthony Jamen 
Mr. and Mrs. Ted John 
Ms. Jane Johnston 
Mrs. Dorothy Jones 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Kaleta 
Ms. Lisa Kante 
Ms. Peggy Karpowicz 
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Kasch 
S. Irene Kay, RSM 
Sr. Rosemary Kelley, RSM 
Sr. Emily Kemppi, RSM  
Ms. Joan Kenney 
Ms. Pamela Knackert 
Herbert Kohl Charities 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Kolb 
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Koopmeiners 
Ms. Irene Korman 
Mrs. Monica Krause 
Mrs. Mary Jane Kroll 
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Krueger 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Krzeminski 
Sr. Mary Venarda Lance, RSM 
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Laudon 
Mrs. Rose Marie Leas 
Ms. Claudette Lee 
Ms. Karen LeSage 
Life Productions, Inc. 
Sr. Mary Loftus, RSM 
S. Maura Lowrey, RSM 
Ms. Barbara Lucksinger 
Mr. and Mrs. Rick Luedke 
Mr. and Mrs. James MacCudden 
S. Bernadette Madden, RSM 
The Honorable Patrick Madden 
Ms. Florence Mahoney 
Ms. Elaine Maly 
Ms. Josephine Manchester 
Ms. Nanci Markenson 
Ms. Monica Marton 
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Marx 
Ms. Ingrid Marx 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Marx 
Mr. Thomas Marx 
Mr. Jeffrey Mason 
Sr. Kathleen McClelland, RSM 
Ms. M. Yvonne McCollow 
Sr. Aquinice McCorry, RSM 
Mr. and Mrs. John McGourthy 
Mr. and Mrs. James McLain 
Ms. Patricia McMahon 
Ms. Barbara Medina 

S. Sheila Megley, RSM 
Merck Partnership for Giving 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Mervis 
Mrs. Francis Millen 
Ms. Carol Miller 
Ms. Sandra Miller 
Milwaukee Center Mgmt. Office 
Ms. Kristie Minnickel 
Mr. and Mrs. John Molenaar 
S. Margaret Mary Moloney, RSM 
Mr. Hugh Morgan 
Sr. Kate Moriarty, RSM 
Ms. Kathleen Mortenson 
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene J. Moser 
Mrs. Harold P. Mueller 
Mr. and Mrs. Skip Muench 
Sr. Julie Neal, RSM 
Ms. Donna Neal 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Neuberger 
Ms. Linda Nickel 
Ms. Marian Nowak 
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Oberland 
Sr. Carlotta Oberzut, RSM 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael O'Brien 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael O'Donnell 
O'Donoghue Electric Inc. 
Old St. Mary Parish 
Sr. Maria O'Leary, RSM 
O'Meara Life Resources, Inc. 
Our Lady of Good Hope Parish 
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Parker 
Mrs. Meg Patterson 
Mr. and Mrs. Randy Pavlick 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Petri 
Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Pierce 
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Piette 
Pinnacle Home Improvements  
Mr. Harry F. Polaski 
Ms. Mary Ann Poole 
Mrs. Helen Popalisky 
Mr. and Mrs. David Porter 
Mr. Michael Povolo 
Mr. and Mrs. Seymour Priestley 
Ms. Laura Randell 
Ms. Elaine Reis 
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Remmel 
Ms. Sandra Richins 
Ms. Peg Riesen 
Ms. Kathy Rigo 
Ms. Lynne Robinson 
Ms. Aileen Rockjordan 
Ms. Maria Rodriguez 
Ms. Jacqueline Rogers, Esq. 
Mr. and Mrs. Gervase Rose 
Roundy's Supermarkets 
Ms. Joanne Rupar 
Mrs. Joseph Rupar 
Mrs. Lisa Ryan 
Sacred Heart Parish 

St. James Parish 
St. Jerome Parish 
St. John Evangelist Parish 
St. John the Evangelist Parish 
St. Patrick Parish 
St. Rita Parish 
Mr. and Mrs. W.E. Schauer 
S. Jane Schlosser, RSM 
Mr. and Mrs. Norbert Schmid 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Schmidt 
Mr. and Mrs. Sel Schmitt 
Ms. Audrey Schmitz 
Ms. Shelly Schnupp & Mr. Steven Daily 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Schoenauer 
School Sisters of Notre Dame  
     Alms Committee 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Schwaab 
Ms. Kathleen Scullin 
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Serio 
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Shebesta 
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Sincere 
Ms. Gail Sklodowska 
Sr. Paulina Small, RSM 
Mr. and Mrs. Conrad Sobczak 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Stanley 
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Stano 
Ms. Barbara Stein 
Ms. Mary Stewart 
Mr. and Mrs. Sigurd Strautmanis 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Streicher 
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Sullivan 
Mrs. Phyllis Swedish 
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Tasker 
Mr. and Mrs. Ricky Tessman 
Ms. K. Anne Tremel 
Ms. Kristin Hennessy Urban 
Ms. Karen Van Domelen 
Mrs. Ruth Varela 
Ms. Patricia Villarreal 
Mr. Stephen Voboril 
Mrs. James Wake 
Dr. and Mrs. Frederick Walker 
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Walker 
Ms. Filippa Weber 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Weiss 
Mrs. Grace Wendt 
Ms. Alice White 
Mr. and Mrs. George White 
Mrs. Dorothy Wilkins 
Mrs. Betty Wipperman 
Mr. and Mrs. James Wittenberg 
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Woelfle 
Mr. Roman Wojciechowicz 
S. Margaret Wright, RSM 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Young 
Ms. Joan Yuen 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Ziino, Jr. 



St. Catherine Residence Generous Donors 2009-2010 
 
 
We also acknowledge the many people who have contributed goods such as clothing, 
household and baby items. 
 
Major In Kind Donations include: Blessed Savior, CHR Hansen, First Edge Solutions, 
Friends of SCR Association, HD Supply, National Services, St. Catherine of Alexandria, St. 
Eugene’s, Schenk Business Solutions, Social Security Administration, Steinhafels Furniture, 
Symmetry Corp., and West Allis City Center 
 
Most importantly, we thank all of you who have contributed your time and expertise:   
SCR Board of Directors, Friends Board of Directors, Elm Grove Junior Guild, Esser Design 
Services, Giles Engineering,  Managed Health Services, Milwaukee County Social Development 
Commission and many more. 
 
 

St. Catherine Residence Executive Board  
                                                         

 Ronald Bullen 
     Moreland Surgery Center 
  
 Maripat Dalum 
     Community Volunteer 
  
 Marcian Deisenroth, RSM 
     Sisters of Mercy of the Americas  
  
 Robert Ferriday 
     United Way of Greater Milwaukee 

(Retired) 
  
 Colleen Fielkow        
     Reinhart, Boerner, et al 
  
 Amy Flanders 
     Friends of St. Catherine Residence  
  
 Laurus Gannon, RSM 
     Sisters of Mercy of the Americas  
  
 David Hoff 
     The Hoff Group 
  
 

Dana Kaleta 
    Community Volunteer 
  
Kate Moriarty, RSM 
    Sisters of Mercy of the Americas 
  
John Neuberger, Chair 
    Quad Med 

  
Lisa O’Donnell 
    Reinhart, Boerner, et al 
  
Lynne Oehlke, President 
    St. Catherine's Residence 
  
Andrew Serio 
    The Insurance Center 
  
Deborah Tomczyk 
     Reinhart, Boerner, et al 
 
Sarat Velivela 
     Elmbrook Memorial Hospital 
 
 
 

2009-2010 Sponsors 
 
Community Bank & Trust 
 
First Edge Solutions, Inc. 

The Hoff Group 
 
Illinois Facilities Fund 

Roman Electric Co., Inc.
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